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CHAPTKIl XXII.
KViillmwI.)

nr('a Ultimatum.
noditfil. 11k iiimln nomAUT

Hiivak" ulnnrril nlmrplx
RJI t 1IiIn vldtliir, wtionn ilunili.

iifki nn tioelniilnc to Im

dlcooncrrlliiK.
"Wo'rti not In Mmjin to buy u Jroo

for nrnrly n ynnp."
Hurt ukt! vvnti,

Tliut'n our flKitri'."
H.IVUK" wlilrlml niiJilvnly in IiIn

ohnlr. Iln ittnri'il ut Hurt,
Ttion tin UukIipiI.
"You folloWH think I'm n fooll" tia

eiploiled. "Voi don't know tho
Ituatlon. I called vou Iiitii to toll

you tlml I'm wIIIImk tn tuko on a
liundnvt tlioiiNnnd burroU ff ynur

toruKtv at nlnutvon ctntH. I'll do It
to itavo oft hurd tlmon umonit thu
producer. I run afford tlutt much.
But 1 won't bo nbln to mnkn auy
contracU. You underntund now."

"Hurn." lUrt rote nnd ntnrtod for
th" door. "And you undnrtnnd

Venty-flv- o crntn. Not n droi KOfn
out until ttinn." Itn lmd his hand on
the knob when Huvako annrlcd:

"WaUl"
ITart paused and turned.
"I gava you our flirures." Bavniro

Jerked the word out. "I'll tell you
how you atand. Two million barrel!
on hand now, nnd"

"Juiit a moment." Hart lntcrrtiptrd
quietly. "I'll not talk about your own

. tltTUraa that twenty-fiv- e million bar-
rels." He nl'iwcd a truco of sarcimm
to creep Into hU voice, "llut I'll toll
you this. You've overestimated the
available aupply by one-fourt- h. The
axency has Just a little more than a
million nnd n half barrel for ealo."

"Pali I" 8avni:o luiiRhrd again. "I
know. Two million."

"You're counting the oil from my
Rusher," Hart retorted ttwlftly. "That'a
not for anle. Only one-ten- th of It.
Tha rest don't bo on tho market duri-
ng; the Hunt. Not ono drop mare
than fifty thousand barrols."

He turned thn doorknob, nnd over
his ahoulder he Mnld quietly: "And our
price Is soventy-tlv- n cents."

Ho was able to sea thn astonishment
that swept over SnvnKe's face.

"That'a ono Jolt for him, anyhow,"
he sold to himself, as he pulncil the
hallway. "Ho'll do somo thlnklne
over that."

CHAPTER XXIII.
Three Twenty-Doll- ar Piece.

HIM Ocneral I'nrlUc had built
a now depot two yearsu In ICerutluUI, a struc-
ture upon whose framework
wire sciTenlnu had tnion

stretched, and over that wlro scroon-In- K

a rouch mortar lmd leen spread.
The QKcncy had ullowed no silnry

to Hurt, but It luul Klven him nil
account In kceplm; with tho

Importnnrn of hl.s tusk. Out of thut
dally uccouut, by thuso various s,

i hud mummed to huvo tho
sum of sixty dollurs. Thesn sixty
dollur.t 111 luti twi'iity-iloll- ar gold
piece- s- worn In hU pocket now.

Hart Mtood by tho steps of thn dusty
day couch, Tho brukemun reached
up to fttilxe a suit ruNo, Jeun rainn
Into wlKlit; then Hart had her In his
unns.

Jacoby oamn In a carrlaRo, He
waited In thn lobby with Hart.

Finally Jean eiuorKcd from tho ele-
vator. Tho little travelling dress had
become an evening uowni

Tho carrluKn rolloii smoothly over
Kernlluld's oiled stroets, until, far out,
It rattled over a driveway of llnely
oninhed blini.t)nH and slopped be-

fore a wtdo door, deep within a lawn
all dotted with shrubbery and shaded
by tall trees.

William Savage wj sitting In on
nd of the autoinobltn'd rear scat. Ho

was leaning; buck Into the cornor.
"What did that fellow mean by

that talk of not eelllnif his oil?" The
question had bolhured htm at differ-
ent times that day. Now ho found un
anawor:

"He's looking to aell out himself."
Savpffe leaned forward In tho oxclte-me-

of that discovery.
"Humph!" ho muttered. "Funny I

hadn't tho sense to sen that bufore!"

CHAPTER XXIV.
The Jlrlhe,

jfaMHKINO a complax mechanism

t1 of marvelous efficiency, the
I 9k United was oftn likened to
lHaaaTaV n ninnstor, with senses, and

motives, nnd appetite. Hut
the United was only a machine,
whoso purposo was tn get crudo oil
Into one end of every plpo linn nt tho
lowest possible price, ami to dlagorge
It from tho other end at tho highest
possible prlra,

George Long sent a telegram to
Frank nurt, Thn mileage found

in another nolo.

.4 J .

I

K. :

Two d llr Hart eiiti4 lttttf!tr In KrliilUJJ
l laiik Iug alcxW hit llniar and

tliltar bark lit head lb victor)
will ihI U witb uu

Hart aliaamrj wilb an 'JUI aula-li- i
"I tblnk It lll "

"Hold uu, I tank Vou want II
rtnta fur Ibat oil You ala Aglillng
for that flgUlr. Mil'l'llig you ouuld

i not it ctnta, imii l
Titan rrfltluii ram to Hart. II

saw Iba object of thla auiiitixjl.a tb
bribe which lmg was offrrlKM. If
I hi wa bribery, lUe uoclatiot muat
Im dtaperala, Uu r asld lln ,
slvily

"I'd fight harder fr dollar oil than
I wvuld for ml"

luig fKiwnud at Ih evasion. II
spoke mure sharpl) "I ran oftrr

ou u dollar a burn! for your ruin-panv- 's

oil- - if ii'll ll tii.rtsy"
"If I'll sail to whomr Hsrt

flilulu 1 again. "To the Mineral Pa-
cini V

"Vou know whiiin I'm working foi "
(.oiis" fare had a d ran II appearance,
aa be nnawrrad.

Hart leaned haek In hi chair. "I
won' go tin talking thla way tn you,"
ho said "I don't cur who would buy
ll, Hiiyhow II all come from thn
mi), ijualtrr Hut now I'll ssy what

I alnrted to say whan you Interrupt-n- l

with that tiropoelllnn. I want Into
thla til get 7ft nunlai for my oil. IO
get that It wn a iircaasary to secure n
75cent price for every on. I'm fight-
ing for Hint price. Now, to mall
surer of winning, I took all of my
own oil on the market --nil but on- - ,

tenth of It. I'm going to keep the
I eel in stnntge, (leorge, If I have to
hold It for llvo years, The prior I

itnlim to come for It, too. There'll
bn demand enough for It Inter on. I

That's my plan of notion. !.l' net
bother over liny more talk nbnul oil .

pricci Vou don't want to buy, ami
I dmi't want tn sell

Long remained silent for a minute.
Hit fine hud Inst that drawn look,
Hut bn repealed n ho helleved from
Hi.i bottom of his heart: "Frank,
they'll iUlt vou, thoHo others. They're
looking nut for number one, the whole
)ielf of them,"

"I'll hold them together." Hart said
illlletly. He looked at his watch.
"I'vo not to go now; It's past noon,"

CHAPTER XXV.
The. UattleReld of Indiutry.

iHAT nflernoon Hnrt went to
Jacoby. In thn First Na-

tional flank lie met a limn
whose face seemed vaguely
fnmlllnr, an old man with

n chin heard uud no mustache.
When ho saw the little tinnker slt-tln- ir

before Ills desk, Hurt remem-
bered. It wiih the old man with whom
he had seen Jnooby on tho night of
the mass moetlng.

"Lewis was Just here," Jrxoby eald:
"the President of the Amcr.can Com-
pany, I wish you'd como sooner,"

Hart beenmo eotrer at once. Ainer- -
lean Oil was the only Inrao produr.lnrr
company which had not tnken sides...... . . ..
in thn fight. It owned H pipe lllic,
nnd n float of tank ships.

Two days before the scheduled
meeting. Hart got a metsago from
William Huvugc, inviting unothor

That morning ho went to
Havagn's olllcn.

"Hit down," Hnvago said tersely.
"I sent for you to make you nn
offor."

Hnrt nodded. "What Is it?" he
asked qutotly.

"Twonty-flv- o cents. We'll take on
two-ya- r contracts with your people
for that tlguro. For tho sako of
the"

Hart arose. "Vou got my figure
last tlmn I saw you. It's the same

." He went out from the
otllco.

Hut Havngn, sitting there alono.
smiled, wt iln tho line of craft
iilli lied about his eyus,
Halt was thoughtful loafing tho

building, lie was trying to soe tho
purpoKo of tho Intervlow.

Thut sumo afternoon, when he
bought a copy of the Knrnllcld eve
nlug paper, he road un account of tho
offer on the first puge, und a state-
ment from Havacu. oxnresslmr tiltv
for tlio well owners. Hn renllxnd tho
motlvi) now. Tim enemy had tired Its
Inst salvo Into tho wavering band of
twenty-fou- r.

Hnrt sent two tnlcRrum that eve-
ning, and tlio uoxt morning Olds and
Porter camo to tho Hoitthern Hotel.
"Here's what I want," suld Hurt.

"Tho tanks In Kornfleld the tanks
that tho association and tho United
rlulin nro now storing ten m illon bar-- iels, I want tlmt-han- d Information,
showing Just how muoh nil those
tnnks have In them night"
Hn paused.

Olds and Porter looked at him In
silence,

"I want thosn tank gnuged
evonlng," Hart went on qulotly,

"Oood Lordt" Olds cried. "Do you
know"

"I know" Hart spoke calmly
"thorn are ten-foo- t, barbcd-wlr- o

fences. You want to have wire snip-
pers. Them are watchmen. Vou want
to keep an eyo on them. It will need
about n dor (m of you and a gnugo
line to every man."

He paused and looked at thn two
of them earnestly. Then, slowly:

"It will be hurry-u- p work, It'll need
nervt (lot wood men, inon you can
depend upon, And men who nro will,
ing to do what they started out to do

no matter what tries to stop them
or how."

CHAPTER XXVI.
Tucnty'three Mutineer.

HI, nnxt evening H.irt camn
t . .W. Unlllltn.,. If, .1.1 .1.ipH ppjj I j inr mini,,, I II .twii.t v, ,i i

H HI Ing the dltinor hour. He
IRL9J stayed away nil that day.

In thJ lobby of tha Houthern, Hart
found Hoherty.

Hart callod the meeting to order.
At last tho minutes were concluded.
Abruptly a man arose, i( ireiilug the
chair.

"Just n moment, Mr. Harker," Hart
Mid quietly. Sow he know their
leader. He paused as Barker sat
down. Then:

"Hlncn tills agency organized, the
Imprveslon has been spriadlng thnt
wn hat' 2,000,000 barrels of oil on thn
market. More than a month ago I
aaw William Havatje, I told him tbtn

jp"iaV aKriTrT mtw ift iis"ilKa8WgHWMBKaBEi

Tfct Evtftlr World

GOLD

RECMDOLT

11

liiiiRfiiiii

Such Is Life

C

IT ftCKv mv
i

Sin
Viir WAS A

Otqqd fcvc Dear.
,Corz AG AIM boon Am

HAKG US A REM,
LONGr WEEK eKP
VISIT

ah )
( THE AMD
( I

ih.i ,n,i uitin n,nr i,n, mill.
Ion and a half barrols, I took off tho

.11 .ii ki . .ifc my wn tn wu hi ui
It. 1 did that to cut down supply. I
Know you would ratify' my nctiou, I
want somo one to maka a motion to
that effect now."

Ho made tho announcement slowly,
In un wen volco. Ho wntohod tholr
faces. He saw surprise come over

1?a ngajn. . "You
Minim vnii iniii nnvi ba innrr' nn i
nmiwlnil

"I told Havngo. I told Oeorge Long
later, when hn Interviewed me for
the Putro cum Assoclnt on. I to d
Jucoby of tho Flr,t National. UlU.er
of tho latter two. will corroborato It:
Havago Ktiows.lt.ls so."

"arK.' 7. : ooa 0W1nf. Perplexity
was written on his face..

dm Kiii'iin toll von nih.ui.. .1.1.
afternoon?" Hurt shot the question
at him ami smllod.

Harkcr Hushed. HIh frown deep- -
encd. "I'll muki) tho motion." l.o naidabruptly: nil your oil
but 60,000 barrols."

llurkor niso; ho thrust his hands
deep Into his pockets. Ho throw
back bin shoulders.

"Wo appreciate tho stand you'vo
taken," he bowei to Hart. 'Wo huvo
every faith In your honesty, llut wo
do not bclluvo in your method. Wo'rn
facing ruin, All of us. Yuu'ro koap- -
Ing us nil In the dark. You're sincere.

Diily Mifixinc, Saturday. July
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m
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HOPE TREY MEVER
Come AGain

UTh" re'''."!

"withdrawing

Wo feel that. Hut you can't mako It. bodies, scraping over metal; slight,
And wn afford to let you go on nharp Mows. Close beside him a er

doing wo don't know what jiko inclosuro stood. his hnnds
and bringing no results." t,0 ,,ioa 0f tlila; thoy woro

hroiii iilt Parts of tho room camo a nxni0 0f houvy bulldor'a paper. He
m(ulB a awft movement hisuna auoniuon aome or US saw

iir,?,:5:,,ft.c '.""ir00!.".' w?..? ur:
nenrly 200 other owners to protect.
wo vi' got ft wnole industry. And wo
cannot stand It any longer. Wn havo
cnnforroil, and we've decldod to take
thut offer."

Hart Hmlled his hard, tight smile.
Darker waited In thn tense sllonooj

then, suddenly, In a loud voice, us If
ii worn nursling from mm. beyond
nis coniroi : "i make tho motion, Hell
for 25 cents. Accept the offer.'

nirin,n.i"v,CHAPTER WVII.
Thn nniAtranaiai.ru.

I'T In lh darVnioa nnnr iln.. .

...I":""'".:. '.,,.,,i.).n u,m, ,
In the deep shadows of a
lumber yard.

Hart stood facing thn twenly-thro- n

mutineers In thn Houthern Hotel. Al- -
ready tlio room was filling with a
Iiu7.ii of cigar smoko. Through thn
bluo mist he saw their eye upon
him; hostile, unlltnchlng,

"(Jontlemen," ho suld quietly, "I In-

tend tn keep you from selllUtt our oil
for that tlguro -- Just on tho ovo of vic-
tory. You ti usted me In tho begin-
ning, I fought for you. If you will
trust mn now I will havo soventy-flve-ce-

oil within n woek."
They sat beforo him, silent; but

oyes contradicted him,
"Now," ho said slowly, "1 om going

to glvo you tho evidence."
Ho reached down tn thn table bn-sl-

him. Ho picked up thu paper
iiml bugnn to read the report i, delib-
erately und with significant emphasis.

Thus nn hour drugged by.
Tho sentry who unco more had

stolen from thn lumber yards
camo back this tlmo with a tonsa
swiftness. "Now," hn whispered,
"bota watohmsn bay gon away on

U 6 tuetTorY,uj I Aft
C AM T
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can't
Ho ran

with

their

out

n,i. n-.'.-,.

It was. Olds.
.

Ho was trembling us a
m . ..... ... - k. a.. iiux iorrinr iruniuiwi, or a uiuuuuu
horse facing the barrier.

"Porter, you takn the United tanks,
We'll hulidlo the Aawclatlon. You fol- -
lows, have thoso wlro n Id tiers leady.

'0 BJt to hustlo if wo ever expect to
mako It."

.i.h(ro ..... faint gound of inntal
toil c h log mo t ui , A II ush light ttanw
.. ., ,f rMllin.. m,nn tho .rpou-.j- .

- - -- T - - - -
"Keep that lantern in your pockot!"
rowlod n voice
Two groups of men toln forth

1"'"""" l""
crfu "

1,1 V. I V....- -' AnKf? .b.. . '
' ?ln"i.1"',V, r. LTV,:;
fence, thero wiih a blur In the dark
n',BH' Into tho night caum tho nharp,
rasping click of motul sboarliiR metul.
It laatud but u moment. Thon sllciico.

T,1H ,,lurs n'lt'l away. Among tho
8t,,n, tunks, looming thero durknr

than tho night Itself, slugla forum
worn creeping. Along tho sldo of one
tank u form crawled upward. Onn
after another tha raiders begun climb- -
Ing tho steoi ladders nrhlch led to the
uiunholos.

Olds lay prone upon tha roof of nn
oil tank 1" tho thick night which
enwrapped him hn listened Intently.
About him name faint noloos, of

,ii,, r, n.rn.ilni. forward, than
there cams the

sound n. .ing papeV: no lmd cut
AVl?y ,na ,1UB or "la 1"(a,0,,ro'....." t. .....- -

I ! "tang. Ho llashod his searchlight down.
Ihero luy below hlta a smooth,
gleaming nurfaco-t- he unmlstakablo
gllstmilug of crudo oil.

Oddly enough, the sight of that oil
surfaco brought no dlitmuy to Old.
Jlo had guuged other tanks before
this one Hn unrolled his gauge
llr'" u'"' dropped it. For a momuut
uftor striking that surfaco tho plum- -
,m,t "t tho llnnii foot descended low- -
ly oncountorlng the oil's resistance,

Iln utoln nway to thn hiilti lii thn
i.nt-iic- i vim f. incur hn nnmrtm.t fivm,
tho Uink yanU and hurried to h ren- -
dexvous between Hmi lumbor lli).

"You'rn keening us here." Harker
was protesting, "and for no reason
lllJf,1, yo.u wl," "'"

"I'm keeping you hern hocauso you'd
hrlrny lwo nl,n(jrnn other men if I let
you go. I ask you to wait for the
H.iko of

Hart got no further. A footfall
sounded In Hie passage, Another fol-lo-

ml. A knook resounded on thn
door.

Hart threw back Ida head. "Now,
men. we'll sen how thlngx stand.
Coma till"

Olds entered the room; PoTter came
at hH hurl.

Hart s)okn evenly: "What did you
find?"

Olds started toward him.
"Vou did It?" Hart asked sharply.
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HAtR. Would have
turmed

oia. n,M,tn,i til iirmtii wn. aim
coming hoavlly, ns if ho had beon run- -
..I... tn. ..ii.. i., MW.II itiuo, inn rim wt-i- iuihiii. wu i
to tha rest of them," Hurt command
ed.

"We gauged thn tanks," Olda began,
with ft queer cutch in his breath,
"Unugcd all ot them." His volco
rnld with Ills exoltemnnt. "Listen,
Kentlemen! They haven't ono hun- -

"",uwl""1 ' there
where ten million. Those

.n!S" 'V." fl"1 of wa,"r' w,,h a foot of
0,lu".t",,K' Iwtho

,op.,oMl1
comprehended.

. ...-- j ,,i,,i, tui'i, i:, i, tun Their
voices huh in ii.i. ..vniinnt h.1.1,1.

"Tanks filled with walr " "Not a
hundred thousand barrels!" "Think
of that!" "Oh. what a bluff!" "Men.
we've got them now!" "He's saved the
situation." "Hnrt, you did It!"

CHAPTER XXVIII.
To Compromise, or Not.

Ill raid upon thn tanks was
onn of thosn news storiesD which forco tholr way to
front pages. And every

, )k of ,,,.,,
Hart waited for capitulation. Thn

agency had given him absolute con- -

ra.aKiu". n nau win oarga.n in n,
hands. Ho was to Judgn hn terms

Thrco days ho waited In KoniflMd.
nnd no word enmo from thn enemy.
Havage had ieu town, so men torn
him.

And now Hurt's mirennss bemmo
Hn could see

u,.r. u" .'"I 2v.,,!?.h h"

Ho, when hn opened a telegram In
tn m,y of Iho Houthern nn the third
morning, und read thesn worus:
..Wou!d like to talk with you In my
o,c0 at 10 o'clock Havngo." Hart's
faP ),Uwed no exultation,

Havngn sat by the wldo daak. IU
aenmnd to havo shrunken a little,

"Well." Savage sighed. "I'll do bust- -
ness with you."

Hart settled himself morn comfort- -
ably In thn soft leather chair. Hn
mndn rvo reply.

"You got us tho othor night." Sav- -
see pluctid his elbow on the desk, und
rested Ills oh I II In tho Iinltll of his
hand. Rtaiinc at Hart with lacklustre
rye. "You got us," he repeated
heavily.

Hnrt remained dumb,
What"- - Havngo thrust his souare

chin, forward in tho palm of his
hand -- "do you nuk?"

"Hnventy-tlve.co- nt oil. thren-yea- r

contracts," Hurt said slowly,
"I can, glvn you fifty cents and

three. year contracts,"
Hart started to rlnn. .Havngn sat

down heavily. "Keep your rhalr,"
ho said. "I um telling yuu what I
can do."

"Hventy-flve.cr- oil," Thn ulti-
matum sprang from Hart's Hps as
though it worn a power bnyond htm.

Havngn spoke: "Sixty-tw- o und a
half owns, three-yea- r contracts,"

Hart ro.m, lie Intended to go now.
flivago turned his head sllghtly.aud

looked at him agnln.
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had faced loft Hart thon. Ho walked
over to hi chair nnd sat down again,

Fix up. papers." be said quietly,
"I'll do It."

When ho und Havngo had ufllxod
tholr signatures to the agreomont,
Hart roio.

Hut h it lit. wa. walklna-- toward tha
''"or. .Savage called out to him. Hart
turned. Havago was scowling again.
iiH fist was clenohod before him on
tho table. Hn spoke thickly.

"Listen!" hn said. "You got me in
tho middle of the ro.td, with a shot-gu- n

In your hand. You held mo up.
llut you'll never get me that way;ii

CHAPTER XXIX.
The Route That Hart Uuilt.

iHAT night Hurt wont homo,
In Knrnfleld rnjolclng men
sought him, eager to give
him homage. Ills mimo wim
on thn lips Of thosn who

crowded tho streets nnd the hotul
lobbies.

Qut n , ftffron J)Iat,( undnr a

van of u
Procession of heavy team, and

iraciion eiiBiiieu.
n ..r. tv.. hniiwon i inrtiituit. ttwt. ..vw.v "

hu.lt and all the furniture Installed.
when all tho little things which make

hnmn nnilkn nnv other four wall In
thn wholo world, ware in their places.
Hnrt turned hi eyes to the oil field
again.

It wa. time for blm to fight once
more.

He went out with Lawson that of- -

lernoon.
mm... ..... ...I.. It.. Inn-- nl

Mldwayr'toVgonWd hi. head itol
ward a clustor of framo building off
tn one uldo from thla main street.
Thun onn.storled structures toaro
gaudy
open
timmp.ng Pianos, scuffle of font, voices
upraised In mirth and dispute, ivom- -
en's shrill, unmusical snriexings.

"Whisky How." suld Lawson.
Hart was looking nt the neighbor- -

b..... " III II. u... trnwDlnvIIUIIU "I ill " tw....n.
Iloforn thn door of tno butiaings
nuin mail iiivtt,

"Who nro thosn follow, EdT" ho
asked abruptly.

Lawson mulled, "Hpreckles and
Itynn were downtown last night, They
told tun about them. They're gun-
men,"

'Otinmenl" Hart exclaimed.
"Itnmomber In thn old U.ikrr River

days?" Lawson asked. "When thn
railroad and the Pntroleum Assocln- -
tion worn fighting over claims? They
had two or thrco battles trying to tear
down assessment derricks. Well, theso
inn tho same hunch that thn rnllrond
hired, Lord knows who brought thorn
horo, Home of tho big companies, I
suppose,"

"Humph!" Hnrt muttered, "Drlvn
out tn our dnrilck on No 25, Kd."

When thny arrived at tho nnked
tower, which stood hero with neither
shed nor derrick house, Hart climbed
from the machln. He walked about

n ,B

4Ta.

6.' Ifli
-- I,., .,. -- sawfr- -

rtrtM-- immw mt "fM-Mtt- k wkk Mil

Baby and
Uy GEONGE RANDOLPH CHE ITER

NEXT WEEK'S CIMflETE M TNC CVEWW

the and w!ru h iui bark tils
lam ta rr

-- noon iwu auioa wui Hf. ne said

Msn staled at tha Uaeka Ha
fr.Na. "Vi oi aiiiilioae," ha kl
aloHiy, "any na wuli try t Jump
II "

"I only knw that Havana would
Ilka to hurl u, and it'a soul eUlin, '

Hart rrpiie.1 imieiif

VIIAPTK It XXX.
The Fight Hi turned.

(IIIN Hart rame Into the llv
Ilia-- i. "m ha found hi wife
lilt Ills' direction to Ilia Chi- -
em servant.
"I jim ion's ruining over to

.Im,,m ,.
I'm glad," she sail lightly

When dinner wa announced Law-so- u

mill Virginia cam Into the liouaa.
The two turn looked at each olhr with

llttln self The two
ttomili looked it t each other nlth no
train of any such embnrrsmenti jet
their eyea lieM tho morn complete un
derstanding.

A swift, hruvy footfall sounded on
Ihn veranda. A knock resounded on
the ilnor.

Hurt stlffeurd III his chiilr, Jean was
on tier feet now ImuMu him, and he
iiroHi' "Coiun In!" tin cried sharply,

Hpreckles elilered thn room, ll's
ees sern wide. Ills f.irn wus while.
Iln wnn breathing livuvlly, as if tin had
men running n.iiu,

Hurt ntitrted toward film. "What Is
II, Hpreckles?" hit naked quietly.

"I woutod to aen j on, Mr, Hurt."
Hit voice was lens. Then, us If thn
uiiws worn too much for him, and
must out at oncn -

"They'ro gold' tn pull that assess-
ment derrick off of tho clul.n on
Twenly-llvo!- " Ho cried.

"What Is It? How did you hear?"
Hot Ii men asked their question ut tho
sumo time.

"I wiim down on whisky How, I
happened along there, you Know, I
llilu'l"-- - He cast aside all incuse
with sort of desperation. 'Tnkln' a
drink," lio went on. with his eyes on
Ilia Hi n r inl I hit It t tit n 'til to hl it r
sumo of that bunch of gunmen down
there. Thny wan talkln' togolhcr, and
they didn't notlcomn. They was pretty
drunk, anyhow. And I listened whlh;

: "."i.".'. Cl'v.igot
look out rur tun ntnnr ininirs. abu
ilmt tvi.M fLlirriirtrln of nnw tnnv 'd go- " itIll llllllll L'llt Olid llllVO It Off InSlltn Ot
an hour. An niltn truck was to pull
away. 1 hern s rig builders oomin to
pui nnoiner hp iuiu niurv wui.

this

Hart

of

fair.

r. "Hprorklw. got down to hn

to drop work ana
wait for us."

Horeckles noddutl. lie burrlnJ nway
without another

Hnrt spoke quietly "Any guns on
tho place?"

Fryo bus singin-sno- i nnarps. I
own an uutomatlo. Uilnk Itynn has

nodded, "I tell yoll, KJ, you
iko that muchlno burn up tho road

in Hiinset. You can got rlllss thorn,
und help. Iln back In an hour, or nn
hour und half. takn men

Jt totlio won.;'
ylt, We'II hod her down all

...
the they nui

njisussmniit derrick on Twonty-flv- o ho
itn nrrunued.

n1 derrick but fin open

swiftly. .),. of
was the only

sounu. ononiy riiior ui ntn.
,inn Hurt cniiirht fulnt ..t. il..t.
J--

m

Huft exclaimed.
TjiwMon stopped Uie auto at thn

",, Vinos.
"Klght of Uiem." aald, "and ear- -

jrJSS0

011t jpjflas 0f two hour."
chuckled. "When came through
Midway. ran elow. think

Vol IT llllnnll. ft llOieil
of thJ,r.7.1l howling like
wolves."

Thnro followed an Hour or siienoe.
nTeTfi

red Mo ear

thtiro was no path of riullunco.
claim Jumpers coming without
lights. Thoy could hear the various
no ses of thn una uie snan or
,,rtilA..

leaned forward, holding

"Kti.n wham vnu ami" he shouted,
Silence ngnln. Thn darknss gavn

?i?e liar'
d to better,t.j'..,.. ..v. ,imn ihiM iwrnn

nf nrat:ifn name In the nlrfht!
.nmet hlng snarled above lowermt
head: ft venomous craok resounded
r,, 100 yards nway.

rim of tiurknnss another
.irt.nk lire. Then almost ut tho

Instant third.
All right, boys. Olvo It to theml"

Hart crouched and tired as ho dollv-ero- d

thn command. About sound-
ed scattering of

'Hold hard!" culled. The shoot-In- ir

stopped.
A yell ot ugony rrom tno

darkness nheiid. It was succeeded
by a duvp groan.

Then vo!r shoutH eatha.
wn M.,ndiia-- on lb rib. B
Klmt aulo tivik alarted it ti ttwmm

"IIuIk smokel They'ra lt)BaW
NM'kl4 laKKd to hit feel,

At hat instant another 4
fiama irn )"! into tha nliriit. HlaatJMaa
lilM rhrli Hart liard a bbhI.
flnl Kii4n II thoucht It oil taW.

la
The aiiruiy was In full flltht. M

auto truck loared awuy. The apuM'
of uplalam! voice went with It..Unit brnt down, "Who was Wtr
lie ntkt-- ,tt

llynn aiiswnrd hlnu "Lawson. Mffl
falntrd, I Ui Ink."

They carried the srnaelFM body fJB
Ilin on alepa of he bungalow, JfkM

Vlrglulu Henry met them at Mm
lor. Nalthar woman srild Wf4.

T'".,ir
1da. llut they moved at one

ariMiijja rnuoli, nnd they kOfaat
their to the woitWMtl
nuin as If they had been waMaraf
there, expevltiia Just this tlllnf.

And saw how Virginia iiowr
fnen aeemeil to have grown 7MM
"1,l"- - 'luring thejw few

CHAPTER XXXI.
77lfl RlggCilt GuthtT it lIMSTf,

III; doctor came from MimaWt

within thn hour. Ha M
nmincol that thn bullet
liroknn Lawson'a collar toavkiit
ami nan lodged in on at'

Ihn iniisolns of the hack, Uav
Insi there was poisoning he wouM,.
rocovor.

During thn days and nights wkMir
etircrcdnd, Virginia Henry remabMtl-n- t

tho bungalow.
Ho, onn day, when was),

ngnln able to supervlso the work,
though he wan itlll somewhat
nnd rattier weak, Hart got tka
from hi wlfn. Lawson wsi golnf
build a bungalow near to tbalffj.
Thn lumber was coming out wittetft
the week. The wedding would
plnro when It was dona.

All of thosa thing cam about
they had boon decided. And on

lar. when Lawson and Virginia
corao bock Krnfild Into
noraei ,Urt nn(j j,.n
tbo hoitsmvarmlng. Thera ha4

nrougnt in a gusner. wu uu un-- -
Mt fountuln of oil In the hiatory W
tho Industry larger than tjiytlitaaT
i.. f.V,,D xlintiiutl noma. 41 was ma...i 1,..

,irt n over wUh j to
tllo (llack fountttlli

Tno next moinna-- Jaoahr tala.

,

That afternoon he found Jacaky to
hUt omce wtJj Lw,,i th9 prgfo
,,ln American. The old with tha
chin bourd of n past aaneratloa
cordial when Jacoby latroducad tl
llut back of his cordiality waa a
ol caution.

lookod from one of theta ta,Cothir. "Now lie aald, la Ma
emotionless buslnrw manner, "jTraak.
i.crnl'vnu M" 10 tarn pipe line

lart hud made up his mind
""""" A

Thoy anfth.ro for an hour o,
ttottiiia Ana tnen Lawla

1,,,t ,,nrt no Jcoby together,n,.nlll lllinnin4ln.. PraakV
J"1' aald "You can on in.wjunro. Hhrewd but fair."

Aa they got Into tha bankar'a

him and vouched for htm. Ha wowM
deal honestly. He would raarkit
their oil on commlaaton. And lit)
would fulfill hi contract

CHAPTER
Loyal Heart a and True.

waa oa Mm
broad veranda of hit 1ms
talo--. Evening waa eatav-In- g

on. kUIaaAi
and looked ovr tha iat

rick forest.
a mile away the llghta of Midway

u apptarlng In rowa
" lmd fought bring that towaj

he had made that pipe Iln
It had boen ft grim atruggla. It

niade him harder, graver, mora
there la laa

He had bent to kl. her oaaa
ZT

f .1nL;
wVhin th? Slr

Joan aghting the no
n! "i0"? I"" S!tprraiuu, um no

deep wonder, with .wondT S?ra a
sonietning ooyona Dner. Ttiera
to hi cars now a new cry. Ufa kac

Vney for blm he atoU O.
tlptoa to the. b.dslde. He dropojd jmhis knees, and ha held
hand In hl. And then he saw aa
new atom of humanity, the baby lybaf
soil wivuin uor no oowea as
head.

H had fought well. But hera lay
another, who waited wniia M
battled. Now she had fought ar
fight. ner victory

than any victory ox nia
ever bring.

Bhe looked up at him with
great, deep pride ot motherhood la

dnrk oyus. lie bent lower, wHr.
"Jean! heart of mine!

(Too End.)

Mart jiu nd out ms waicn. ' phoned from Kernflold.
nine." hn raid- - quietly. Then!past ..(jomo ami sea me afternOM"Thru Ha vago. about that plpo-lln- a proposition." waa'wo hours and a fc..ll wJ"nil that Jacoby said.muttered, and turned to Uio tool f ,h ,.lMThnn. ,n ALJZrJZ,

tf w,ir(, thoUfh t frftmow0rk timbers to II01 vnn .. .. a ..r
W(tyrn .umi))ert1me. ho spent $X dis WrTj'taa.lI.'haa seeaVo

J(,nn Thy nmrU(, out "Vof.'IuKjIng portunl.y-f- or hi. own company? iR
.... ... ,,., T..,1V. .... ""V"". Pifio Hart thought was Jacoby karw

, n

EVENING

Summer Address

MVEL

a

n conarlolisiieat.

a

t nunK
K'r'.rftV,,,h men

word

a
I

one '
IIInit

a I'll tho

h:ho;r
,liii,".

Hy tlmo ai
. hnt

tn

, I ... . ..rnttlnir', , t
-

a . humming- - -
al'ftj.awsoiil"

WE"?hn
A,i'H!lrnni'hmSher0rtv

He
I

I And I I
nvr HnrCCklCS

druhk.-an-
d

trt?n'i'rew bounding

mrVn

'Iho
woro

.ngino

his
rinA"r?,n' ,,hhnaUnUhtened.

"Llund'o?" movlng'fr
a

".f.er,Uf" rward'The

.,
his

tlinn
thn camo

of
g.imn a

him
ft roports.

he

resounded

Boss!the

a

I

I spurt
i

f I I I

'
n

mlnlstratlona

'
Hurt

houra.

'

Lawsoa

from

u
. , . I-

, . t

t,

man

'

" " ln
,

"'n,ov"r

v depend

XXXII.

AHT atandlnaT

He raiaad

" . - .
o

I

hou.e.

a,'"LC0'.dpLy,
"Vhnrn.

.

i

a.nt

ami.

naa

And naa
mora

all

her
pering:

Dear

s

2
. ' nlt. undoubtedly

,

,

1


